
 

 

Welcome to Friday Night Facts !    This week has been one of many joys and challenges.  
The week began with the devastating news that Warrick and Vanderburgh counties 
were  hit by a major tornado.  Over 700 homes were damaged or destroyed, 22 people 
lost their lives and many are recovering from physical and emotional injuries.  Our 
hearts and prayers are with the people in southern Indiana.  Reports indicate that the 
faith community, community based organizations, government agencies and many, 
many volunteers have linked hands to recover lost treasures and clear away debris to 
start the re-building process.   Once again, we call upon you to give what you can to the 

Red Cross, Salvation Army, or the INVOAD to support the recovery efforts. 
 
Our joy this week occurred today.  Over 900 faith leaders from around the state joined Governor Daniels 
and the Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives to celebrate the establishment of a Faith Based 
Advisory Council and to report on the work of OFBCI during it’s first 9 months of existence.  In next 
week’s edition, we will share pictures from the event and the names of the Council members.  Needless to 
say, we are all ready to roll up our sleeves and get even more accomplished on behalf of the citizens of this 
great State.  We are proud to be servant-leaders and look forward to working together with the faith 
community to do even more.      
                                                                        
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives “Road Shows”  
Reach across the State 

 
The Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (OFBCI) recently completed a series of events around the 
State of Indiana to strengthen volunteer efforts and cooperation.  The aptly-named “Road Shows” are part of an 
outreach strategy designed with two aims: 1) promoting National Service, with an emphasis on AmeriCorps, and 
2) promoting OFBCI a starting point for faith-based and community-based organizations interested in  
partnership and funding opportunities within State government.  
 
Staff members met with representatives from faith-based and community organizations, government agencies, 
and other community leaders in a community forum setting.  OFBCI Staff discussed their mandate from the 
Governor, resources available through the State of Indiana, and projects currently underway, including the  
release of the RFP for AmeriCorps funds from the Corporation for National and Community Service 
(CNCS).  Staff members engaged attendees in informal community assessments and in fielding questions.  The 
information gathered will be used by OFBCI to spread the word about best practices and to decide how the  
office can best assist these organizations in making Indiana a better place to live. 
 
The events were well-attended, with over 260 participants attending meetings held in Vincennes, Washington, 
Evansville, Indianapolis, Brownsburg, Anderson, Franklin, Greensburg, Lebanon, Valparaiso, and Fort 
Wayne.  More events will be held in other parts of the state beginning in the early part of 2006.  
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